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| Luke it, 29, 30. 
Lord, nom lerteſt thou thy ſerva 12 


depart in Peace according to thy 


Word: 
For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 


ow, 


Ccordi ng to the antient prophecies, 
in the fulneſs of time, God ſent 
forth his fon. He came to his 
con, when there was a general 
expectation of his birth. Many juſt and 

_ devout perſons in Feruſalem were then look- 
ing out for the Redeemer's coming in the 
fleſh, and among them good old Simeon, and 
Anna a propheteſs are particularly men- 


tioned. St. Luke ſays, There was a man in 
Jeruſalem, whoſe name wwas Simeon, and the 


ame man was juſt, a juſtified perſon, and 
devout, fearing to offend God, as the greek 


word lignifies, waiting for the conſolation of” 
| Ifrael, he was waiting for the incarnation of 


the divine comforter, by whoſe birth all the 


| e of comfort were to be ratified and 
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fulfilled, and the Fate of God was 66 7 receive 
everlaſting conſolation; The Lord was pleaſed 
to vouchſafe a particular revelation of his 
will in this matter to Simeon: for the Holy 
Spirit was ; him, and it was revealed 

= him by the Holy Spirit, that he ſhould not 
fee death before he 200 ſeen the Lord's Chriſt 
incarnate. And he came by direction of the 


Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 


brought in the holy child Jeſus, to do for 


him after the cuſtom of the law, then took » 


he him up in his arms, and bleſſed God 


that he had lived to this happy hour, "when | 


he could take up the prophet s words, an 


fay, Lo this is our God, we have waited: foe * 


him, and he will ſave YN . this is the Lord, 
we have waited for him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in his ſalvation. Simeon waited 
to ſee God incarnate, and haying ſeen him 
he wanted to live no longer. He defired 
his diſmiſſion. All the ends of living were 
anſwered, and therefore he put up this ſweet 
prayer — Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart in peace according to thy uud: 1 
mine eyes bave ſeen rhy ene 


With theſe 12 voids one 2 our os. 
brethren,” now with. the Lord, finiſhed his 
_ courſe. They were the dying words of the 
Reverend Mr. James Hervey. 1; He had long 
deſired to depart, and to be with ien 
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which he knew was far better than to abide 


in the fleſh, but he waited patiently for |; 
the Lord's time ; and when it was come, he | 
thus, expreſſed the thankfulneſs of his heart, 3 


Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace according to thy moſt holy and comfort 
able word: for mine eyes have ſeen thy precious 
ſalvation. The Lord heard him and gave 
him a gentle diſmiſſion. He died as he had 
lived, in a perfectly even and calm com- 
poſure of mind. Death ſhewed that he 
came to him as a friendly meſſenger to call 
him to glory, for he chearfully obeyed the 
ſummons. There was no fear, no ſtruggle, 
not a ſigh or groan, but he departed in peace, 
and in full aſſurance of faith. Oh that you 
and I, my brethren, may ſo live by the faith 
of the Son of God, that when we come to 
die, we may be able to uſe this ſame prayer, 
and may receive of the Lord a like gracious 
A EP 56 


. Theſe ſweet dying words of our dear 
brother have made a great impreſſion upon 
ſeveral of his acquaintance : for they have 
been led to conſider them more cloſely, than 
perhaps they ever did before, and ſeveral 
3 85 meditated upon them with great com- 
fort. In order that others might do the 
ſame, and that his happy death might be 
the means of ſtirring up many to ſeek to die 
the death of the righteous, and that — 
NO ne Kn CTba atter 
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e let us conſider 


Firf, That when Siem had ſeen te 
ſalvation of God, he was . to de- 


— 
Secondly, He therefore defied Ik. 4 
prayed fie „ ; 55 


Thirdly, He 3 he ſhould depart i in 
peace according to God's word, which was 


fulfilled to him; and under ach of theſe 
particulars, I ſhall ſpeak of the * of 


our deceaſed brother. 


- Firſt, Simeon had it pale to him * 


che Holy Spirit, that he ſhould not die until : 


he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt, and when 


Jeſus was brought into the temple, he was 0 


directed to go and receive him for the pro- 


miſed Meſſiah, and taking him up in his 
arms, he bleſſed God, . ſaid, Lord, now 

bettet thou thy. ſervant depart i in peace accord. 

ing to thy word : for mine 2 have ſeen thy 

of ts 1 words 

Is ſeeing Fefus 


ſalvation. It's evident he 
in their Primary ſenſe ** 


with 


latter end might be like his, I have ** 
ed to ſpeak upon the words this day. 
- May the ia ſame ſpirit by which Simeon ſpake 
them be in all your hearts, May he teach 
: their true and full meaning, and in 
God's due time may he give you the com- 
fortable experience of them. Under his 


£263 


with the eyes of his body, but | this could 


have been no great cauſe of joy to him, un- 


leſs he had before ſeen Chriſt ſome other 


way; for multitudes faw him with their 
bodily eyes, while he was upon earth, who 


were no better for the fi ight; and multitudes 
will hereafter ſee him in his glorified body, 
but it will be to their everlaſting confuſion. 
There is another kind of fight, to which our 
church referred you this afternoon, when each 
of you took up theſe words and ſaid, for mine 
eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. If you knew 


What you ſaid, and ſpoke the truth as you 


had Experienced it, you meant that you had 


ſeen the ſalvation of God with the eye of 


faith; according to what is ſaid of Wh ſes, 
That by faith be ſaw him who is inviſuble, 
(Heb. xi. 27.) He ſaw him by the eyes of 
His: 571 5 was inviſible to the eyes of his 


: for the ſoul has its eyes as well as 


the ods, but fin darkened them ; it put 
them into the Nate, in which the eyes of 
the body are, when they have no light ; then 
they can ſee nothing. So the ſoul is faid in 
3 to be in darkneſs and blindneſs, un- 


til 


ed. They cannot ſee any ſpiritual objects 
until the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhine upon 
them; nor when he does ſhine, can they ſee 
any lovelineſs i in thoſe objects, until they be 

able to act faith upon them; for the _ of 


2 faith not +. poly beholds the object but alſo 
CI 


e eyes of the underſtanding be enlighten- 
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diſtinguiſhes its own intereſt in it. Faith 
keeps all the ſenſes of the ſoul in act and 


exerciſe upon the proper object, which each 
apprehends; here the eye of faith is fixed upon 
ſalvation, not only viewing it as a bleſſing be- 


longing to others, but alſo appropriating it to 
itſelf. Mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, here 


Simeon ſpeaking of 'our Saviour calls him 


Salvation, becauſe all falvation is in and 


from him. He is the author and he is the 
finiſher of it. The great plan of it was laid 


by the co-equal and co-eternal perſons of 


the ever bleſſed Trinity before the foundation 


of the world, it was carried into execution by 


our divine Saviour i in the fulneſs of time, 


and his is an eternal ſalvation, an eternal de- 
liverance from all evil, and an eternal poſ- 


ſeſſion of all good. Upon the entrance of 
ſin into the world this great ſalvation of our 
God was revealed, and by faith believers 
under the Old Teſtament-diſpenſation en- 


| joyed the benefits of it. At the appointed 
time Jehovab took a body of fleſh, and our 


divine Immanuel ſtood up to ſave his people 


from their ſins. He undertook to ſatisfy all 
the demands of law and juſtice. The law 
he ſatisfied by paying it a perfect unſinning 


obedience, which being a divine as well as 
a human obedience, did therefore magnify 


the law, and make it more honourable, than 
if all the creatures in heaven and earth had 
never offended 3 it. Jaſtdes he ſatisfied 


* 


Up 


by enduring the threatened puniſhment, and. 


after his ſufferings and death, juſtice had no 
more demands upon him: for he came out of 
the priſon of the grave with a full diſcharge. 
This ſatisfaction, made to law and juſtice by 

the obedience and ſufferings of the Lord 


Feſus, is what the ſcri pture calls the R:ghte- 


cuſneſs of God, becauſe it is a divine and infi- 
nitely perfect righteouſneſs, a divine righte- 
ouſneſs wrought out by Febovab himſelf, and 
_ as infinitely perfect a righteouſneſs as Jehovah 
could make it. In this all glorious righte- 

ouſneſs of the God-man Chriſt Jeſus conſiſts 
the ſinners ſalvation: for he is accepted and juſ- 
tified by it, the fruits of this righteouſneſs are 
his ſanctification, and the robe of this righte- 
_ ouſneſs is his glorification. So that ſalvation 
in time and in eternity depends upon the 

righteouſneſs of the incarnate God. This is 
the fundamental doctrine of the chriſtian 
religion, for which our dear brother was a 
noble champion. He ſaw, he experienced 


the importance of it, and therefore in his 
converſation and in his preaching it was his 


favourite topic. How ſweetly, how profit- 
ably have I heard him dwell upon it, and 
how excellently has he defended it in his 


writings? Read his Theron and Aſpaſio, and 


when yeu are thoroughly convinced that 
_ Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs 


to every one who believeth, and can ſay with 8 
faith, in the Lord have righteouſneſs and 
„ OD - OM ſal vation, 


[ TH ] 

e ſalvation,” then your mind will be ſettled in - 
peace and comfort, and you will be delivered 
from thoſe dangerous errors, which are now 
propagated concerning the righteouſneſs of 
the Lord Jeſus. Thank God for the maſ- 
terly defence of it in theſe dialogues ®. In 
them Mr. Hervey, being dead, yet ſpeaketh 
the praiſes of his adoreable Redeemer, and 
clearly proves that we have our falvation 
through his righteouſneſs. Immanuel the 
Saviour is the juſtifier, as he ſays himſelf, 
Tſaiah xlv. 21, 22. There is no God elſe 
eee I beſide 
About a week before Mr. Hervey was taken ill, I 
mentioned to him a report that was ſpread about, con- 
cerning Mr. Sandiman' Letters upon Theron and Aſpaſio, 
to this effect: That he (Mr. Hervey) had written a letter 
to Mrs, Gooke, and therein had ſaid, That Mr. Sandi- 
man was in the right, and had convinced him of his 
error; or words to that purpoſe. To which he an- 
fwered, That he had written a letter to Mrs. Coole, 
and therein he bad acknowledged, that many of Mr. 
Sandiman'”s remarks were judicious, and that he had cor- 
rected ſome of his expreſſions and inaccuracies. But he 
ſaid, That he was very far from having changed bis 
opinion as to the ſubſtance and matter of the argument: 
for therein he thought Mr. Sandiman was entirely wrong. 
Whereupon I deſired he would inſert an advertiſement 
in ſome of the London papers, ſigned by himſelf, to ſet 
this miſtake right, left it might hinder the ſale and read- 
ing of his books, and thereby prevent much good. To 


| Which he agreed; and added, that he would let that pa- 
ragraph ſtand in his Anfwer to Mr. Weſley, relating to 


Mr. Sandiman, only ſoftening the expreſſion a little: but 


all this was prevented by his illneſs and death. The truth 
ok. this I am ready to atteſ t. 
O22 © . ABRAHAM MADDOCKE, 

-  _  Carate of Weſton Favell, 
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e beſide me, a God that gives righteouſneſs, 
« and a Saviour, there is none beſide me. 
Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
& of the earth, for Iam God, and there is none 
* elſe.” How could they be ſaved by looking 
unto Chriſt ? Certainly, not by a look of 
their bodily eyes. Simeon's joy did not ariſe 
from having Chriſt in his arms, and looking 
upon him ; but from being able to look up- 
on him by an act of faith. He knew him 
to be his Saviour. Thence aroſe his joy, 
and from thence muſt yours ariſe, It is the 
look of faith which ſaves, the eye of faith 
kept in exerciſe upon its proper object, even 
upon Jeſus, the author and finiſher of the 
faith. It is this act of faith, which our Lord 
requires — Look unto me, with this promiſe 
annexed, and be ye ſaved. There is ſalva- 
tion in the look of faith : for it ſees and re- 
ceives Jeſus, as he is offered in ſcripture, for 
. a free, full, and complete Saviour. And 
| Whoever keeps the eye of faith in conſtant. 
_ exerciſe, is prepared with good old Simeon to 
depart in peace: becauſe by having an in- 
' tereſt and Jonny in the ſalvation of our 
God, he is thereby delivered from every thing 
that can make death dreadful, and is in poſ- 
ſeſſion of every thing that can make death 

„ 1 


What is it that makes death dreadful? Is 

it nat guilt in the conſcience, accufing the 
inner for the breach of the holy law, and 
„„ Bs . -.... gang 


net 


alarming him with fear of the threatened 
puniſhment, which the juſtice and holineſs 
and truth of God are concerned to ſee in- 
flicted, in time and in eternity? Thus we 
read, The ſting of death is fin, and the 
" ſtrength of fin is the law.” Death has 
power to ſting, ſe long as the broken law 
gives fin a right to accuſe and condemn : all 
unpardoned ſinners therefore are afraid of 
death. From this ſtate of fear and bondage 
our Lord came to fave his people : © he came 
* to deliver them, who through fear of death 
<« wereall their life-time ſubject to bondage; 
and he does deliver them, when their ſins 


are forgiven, and his righteouſneſs is imputed - = 


to them: for then the broken law cannot 
condemn, nor juſtice puniſh, there being no 
condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Je- 
ſus. Upon which death loſes its ſting ; and 
when the pardoned ſinner looks upon it, he 
ſees nothing terrible in its appearance, but 
can boldly and without preſumption ſay, 
Vea, when I walk through the valley of the 
e ſhadow of death I will fear no evil : for 
£6 Gee Era” 135353 


And he is not only prepared | to dis 3 
cauſe he is delivered from every thing that 
could make death dreadful, but alſo becauſe 
he is in the poſſeſſion of every thing that can 
make death deſireable. He knows he has an 


_ Intereſt/in Chriſt, and Chriſt is the poſſeſſor 


of heaven and earth, * has at ung 51 5 


[ x3 ] 


his hands, and has promiſed to make them 


all work together for the good of his re- 


deemed people: ſo that whoever has Chriſt 


has all things. All things, ſays the apoſtle, 
are yours, whether life or death, or things 
« preſent or things to come, all are yours,” 


And the reaſon follows, and ye are Chriſt's, 


and Chriſt is God's. As all that Chriſt has 
is yours, and all that God has is Chriſt's, 
conſequently all is yours. And death by 


name is yours: no longer a curſe and a pu- 


niſhment, but turned into a real bleſſing: for 


it is the gate and entrance, through which 
T Paſs into eadleſs life and never-fading 
Thus he is prepared to depart, who has 


ſeen with the eye of faith the ſalvation of 


God. The doctrine is clear from ſcripture ; 
but how is it, my brethren, in your expe- 
rience ? Are you prepared to depart? And on 
what do you build your preparation ? On the 
Lord Jeſus, - or on what? Search and ſee, for 
nothing can comfort you in the hour of death, 
but having received him into your hearts by 
faith and love. You muſt ſee his ſalvation, and 


be able to keep the eye of faith intent upon 


it, before you can be prepared to depart ; but 
when this is your happy caſe, then in what- 


ever ſhape death comes, you will be able to 
ſay with our dear brother, Lord now letteſt 

thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to, 
thy wurd: for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalva- 
, I 
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tion. He might well ſay, Mine eyes have 
ſeen thy. ſalvation: for all that came near 
him were convinced that he had ſeen it. 
The effects ſhewed it. He had put off the 

old man, and had put on the new, and was 
under the influence of divine love to his 
adoreable Saviour. The love of Jeſus ruled 
in his heart, and was therefore conſtantly 
uppermoſt in his mouth. He loved to be 
telling of his ſalvation all the day long. 
And he did not talk like a profeſſor full of 
mere head knowledge; but what he ſpake 
had a warmth and life and power in it, which 
ſhewed that it came from his heart. He 
was perfectly inflamed with the love of his 
divine Lord and Maſter; and if you ſat any 
time in his company, you could not help 
catching ſome of the Holy flame. So that if 
ſtrangers to his perſon may doubt of his ex- 
perience of a Saviour's love, we who have 
converſed with him cannot. We are ſure 
from what we ſaw and heard, that he had 
ſeen the ſalvation of God, and therefore was 
prepared to depart. He knew in whom he 
had believed, and was certain the power and 
the love of the dear Immanuel were in his 
intereſt; ſo that neither death, nor he that 
had the power of death, could hurt him. 


A friend of mine was much with him on 

the 15th of December, and the diſcourſe 
turned upon what Chriſt had done for his 
ſoul. Mr. Hervey ſpake ſtrongly and ear- 
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neſtly of the aſſurance of his faith, and of 
the great love of God in Chriſt to bim. He 
declared that the fear of death was taken from 
| him; and it afterwards appeared, that death 
had no ſting to burt, nor the grave any power 
to get victory over him: for when deatiʒ 
came, it found his mind in perfect peace. 
He had no uneaſy apprehenſions of dying, 
but had hopes full of glory and immortality. 
Doubtleſs then he had ſeen the ſalvation of 
God. The knowledge of ſalvation had 
been precious to ham in life, and therefore 
he experienced the preciouſneſs of it in death : 
for then he could give thanks to God for 
giving him the victory through Jeſus Chriſt 
his Lerd. Happy are they to whom God 
has given the knowledge of their ſalvation; 
they believe on good grounds, that their Sa- 
viour has brought them into a ſtate of ſal- 
vation, and therefore they are prepared to 
meet death, yea they can deſire and pray for 
it, as Simeon did, which is the ſecond par- 
ticular I was to confider. 3 Lo 
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| Sadr doit that he was prepared, 
therefore deſired t6 depart. And this is the 
believer's caſe. He longs for death, not out 
of an impatient diſcontented temper, but out 
of a real holy affection. When worldly 
men are oppreſſed with troubles on all ſides, 
and ſee no way to eſcape, they are apt to 


deſire death, that it may denn their miſery 
3 . 
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rid of the troubles of life. Theſe men 
court death as a leſs evil, but the believer- 


Þ 
* 


to an end, and put them out of their pain. 


And there are ſome moſt miſerable and ab. 
ject cowards who murder themſelves to get 


defires it as a real bleſſing, - He knows that 


his death will be to the glory of his Saviour, 


for it grieves him to the heart, that he 
ſhould ever do any thing diſpleaſing to ſuch 
a kind benefactor. After receiving ſo many 
tokens of Chriſt's love, Oh it is indeed af- 
flicting to give him the leaſt offence, I 


appeal to yourſelves. | You that have the 


love of Jeſus in your hearts, are not you 
ſorry that you love him fo little? Have not 


you reaſon daily to mourn for your ingrati- 


tude to him? And what will ſuch thoughts 


| ſuggeſt, but a deſire to be, where the very 
occaſion of offence will be removed ? It 


was on this account that Mr. Hervey de- 
fired death : for the laſt morning of his life, 
when his brother came in to. enquire after 
his welfare, he ſaid, -I have been thinking 


of my great ingratitude to my God. And 


theſe thoughts made him with to be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. 


And he deſired it as Simeon did, and all 
believers do, upon another motive, name- 
ly, becauſe the Lord will get himſelf ho- 
nour, by the honour which he will give 

OY ee 
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to his people in his kingdom. He will be 
. "glorified, ſays the apoſtle, in his ſaints; he 
will get himſelf glory by the great glory 


which he will beſtow upon them. And as 
the believer has in all things an eye to God's 


glory, ſo has he eſpecially in his defires to 


be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, He 


knows that God is glorified in him, and by 


him at preſent, but then it is imperfectly, and 


that grieves him. Self, or the creature will 
be trying to ſhare the heart with God, and 
thereby to rob him of his glory. A bare 
thought of this, when only riſing in the mind, 
hurts the believer. He would have every 
thought brought into ſubjection to Chriſt; and 
that makes him deſire to be, where temptation 


and ſin ſhall be no more, and where he ſhall glo- 


rify God, and God ſhall be glorified in him for 


ever and ever. With this view Mr. Hervey 


deſired to depart. His great love to his Sa- 
viour's glory made him with for death. He 
longed to be diſſolved, that he might be freed 
from the frailties and infirmities of this mor- 


tal life, under which he laboured, and could 


not always, nor in a perfect degree, promote 


the glory of his redeeming, God: therefore 
he deſired to be with them who follow the 


Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, and are ever 


receiving glory from him, and ever giving 
glory to him. And the Lord granted his 
deſire. He literally anſwered his prayer, for 


he departed in peace, according to the word 


of 
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of God, as I pu ſed t to ſnew under m 
third head. POR? =o xd 
What it is to be 12 rele with God, a | 
to depart with a ſenſe of this peace upon our 
minds, I cannot better expreſs than in the 
excellent words of the prefent Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in his Nitte Ser mons, p. 132. 
“ The peace of God is that ſenſe of being in 
« friendſhip with him, that feeling of com- 
<« fort and joy flowing from him, which 
4 paſſeth all underſtanding, exceeds the con- 
<*ceptions of thoſe who have not experienced 
& it, and will exceed hereafter the preſent. 
« conceptions of thoſe who have. And the 
believer, even when he i is departing this life, 
has a ſenſe of his being in friendſhip with 
God, and has a feeling of comfort and joy 
flowing from him. This is promiſed in ſcrip- 
ture, and this is fulfilled to them who deing 
juſtified by Faith have peace with God. 
Being reconciled to the Father through the 
Son of his love, 7, live, and 5 die in 


ow * 


- Tſuppoſe ſome walk in thi faith: are 1 * | 
ing thus within themſelves : te Well, is it 
« ſo, that true believers die in Peace and j joy? 
J am ſure I could not at preſent: for I 
te am dreadfully afraid of death; and what 
_« would not Igive to be delivered from theſe 
* en for they make x "oy" life miſerable.” 5 


2 


1 ; 
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* ? God offers you deliverance. There 
are many general promiſes in his word, that 
let what will happen to believers, the peace 


of God ſhall rule in their hearts. Thus 


* xxxvi. 3. Thou wilt keep him in 
iL perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtaid upon 
* thee; and as it is a perfect, ſo it is a 
continual peace. The Lord of peace. og 
3 ſelf, ſays the apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. i il, 16. give 
you peace always by all means: for after 
he has once given this peace, he makes all 
means, even the moſt unlikely, tend to the 
3 promoting of it: therefore death can by no 
means weaken, and much leſs deſtroy this 
peace of God. Theſe general promiſes he 
fulfilled to the patriarchs for St. Paul ſays, 
Heb. xi. 13. That they all died in faith, 
— they acted faith in their death, and con- 
ſequently had a ſweet ſenſe of the peace of 
God in their hearts, when they died. Da- 
vid ſhews us the reaſon of their dying in 
faith, Pſalm xlviii. 14. This God is our 
Po God far ever and ever, he ſhall be our 


guide even unto death,” They knew that 


their God would be with them guide and 
keep them, when the body returned to duſt, 
and. the ſpirit returned to God who gave it: 
and therefore Dauid ſpoke for himſelf, what 
each of them alſo —_ fay—© When Iwalk 
through the valley af the ſhadow of death, 
« Foil fear no evil, becauſe thou my God art 


Cz e then 


My brethren, why are you in 8 * to 
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« then with me: thy rod and thy ſtaff com- 
« fort me even then.” Pſalm xxni. 3. With 
this faith they looked upon death as difarmed 
of its ſting and power to hurt, and therefore 
they laid down their heads, and fell aſleep 
in the arms of death with as much compo- 
ſure, as any weary traveller ever longed for 
reſt. They fell aſſeep. The ſcripture ſpeaks 
of their death under this beau image to 
teach us, that death was as ſweet to them 
as ever ſleep was to a hard-labouring man. 
The faithful fell aſleep quietly and com- 
poſedly. And how ſhould it be otherwiſe? 
They had no evil to fear: for they were at 
peace with God. And what could death do 
to hurt that peace? It does indeed diſſolve 
all other bonds, but it ſtrengthens this. It 
is the happy inſtrument of faſtening the bond 
of peace with a tie, which never never can 
be diſſolved. And when the faithful look 
upon death in this light, what is there in it 

but joy and peace, even a joy unſpeakable, 
and a peace that ſurpaſſeth all underſtanding? 


2 Perhaps ſome of you think, this is not 
always the caſe, becauſe there are very good 
men, who have had ſtrong conflicts and 
ſtruggles before death. Nay, my brethren, 
think not ſo wickedly of God. Is it acrord- 
ing to his word, that the faithful ſhall de- 
part in peace, and do they not? What! can 
the word of God be broken? No. It Toole 
"5+ £647 vir) $50 Why”; 66+ - 
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| ſtand faſt for ever and ever; and in the caſe 


which you ſtate, it does not follow that this 
f peace is weakened or deſtroyed, becauſe it is 

tempted. By no means. The ſenſe of this 
peace may remain, when it is moſt furiouſſy 


attacked: for it is the peace of God. God 


gave it, and God keeps it, and he may ſuffer 
the devil to tempt, but not to deſtroy it. 


The more it is tempted, the more honour re- 


dounds to God for preſerving it in the fiery 
trial. It was more to God's glory to pre- 
ſerve his children in the fiery furnace, than to 
have kept them out of it. Doubdeſs he that 


has the power of death will make his laſt 


efforts, and try to ſhake the faith of the 


dying believer. The devil will then ſet 


upon him with all his fury. But though he 
be a roaring lion, yet he is chained, and the 
Almighty Saviour fo over: rules his malice 
and rage, that he makes them work toge- 
ther for his glory and his peoples good ; as 
he did remarkably in the laſt efforts which 


the enemy made againſt our dear brother, 


He ſaw him in great weakneſs of body, and 
then made a furious onſet againſt bis faith, 
but the dear Immanuel was with him, and 


would not give him over into the enemies 
hands. His faith was tried, and it came 


like gold out of the fire. He knew that it 
would be tried, and had therefore prepared 


himſelf for the fiery trial. Speaking of it to 


a faithful nee of Chriſt, Who was often 


with 


ta 22 "Þ 
with him i in his' Taft fickneſs, 17 mid, — 
„ How many precious texts are there, "In | 
« with the rich truths of Chriſt „Which 0 te do 
r not comprehend, which we know, nothing 
of; and of thoſe which we do know, how 
« few do we remember? Banus fextuarius 
ce oft bonus theolegus, and that is the armour, 
« The word 5 God 18 the ſword, theſe 
. « texts are the weapons which T muſt uſe 
« when that ſubtile pirit, that arch-adverſary 
« of mankind, comes to tempt and. ſift me 
« in my laſt conflict. Surely 1 had need be 
well provided with theſe weapons, Thad 
<* need have my quiver full of them, to 
« anſwer ſatan with texts out of the word 
« of God, when he affaults me.” Satan 
did affault him, but found him prepared and 
armed. Mr. Hervey faid-to his friends the 
day that he died, Oh you know not how ; 
great a conflict I have.“ And after he 

had fat for ſome time with his eyes con- 

ſtantly lift up towards heaven, and his hands 
claſped together in a praying. form, he ſaid 

— Now this great conflict is over. Jeſus 

made him conqueror over all the powers 8 
darkneſs; having endeavour'd to rob him of 


| his peace, but in vain, they left him in the © | 


Saviour's arms, never more to be tempted ; 
and he watched? over him with the gndereſt ; 


love, until he took him home. And when.” | 


he went, he indeed departed in peace, His 
| body ſeemed to be ready a as well aschis foul, * 
e 


: bi 
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Wben death came he had not one ſtruggle 


with it. There was not a ſingle groan or 


ſigh, or any thing that could ſhew the leaſt 
_ unwillingneſs to depart. He had ſuch a 
gentle diſmiſſion as he had: prayed for in 


| Simeon's words, He n in 0 and 


al allcep. 


I have now. +. Gniſhed what L had to ocker 
upon the three particular; mentioned in my 
text, and it appears, that when a ſinner is 
convinced of 1 


wants, able and willing to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, and when he is made to ſee his in- 
tereſt in the perfect complete righteouſneſs 
of this adoreable Saviour, and is aſſured of it 
from the word and Spirit of God, and from 
the fruits of righteouſneſs produced in his 
life and converſation, then he is prepared to 
die; then he may deſire it with ſubmiſſion to 
God's will and whenever death comes he may 
expect to depart in peace, according to the 
word of God. Theſe great truths I have il- 
luſtrated from ſcripture and from experience, 
more eſpecially. from the experience of our 
dear brother, now with the Lord, of whom I 


bave ſpoken nothing: more, than what the 


words of my text naturally led me to ſay. 
If I were to attempt to draw the character 
| of this excellent man, I would confider him 


in the ſeveral relations i in which he ſtood to 
9 
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is want of a Saviour, and is 
convinced that Jeſus is ſuch a Saviour as he 


God and man, and would exhort ou & 11 5 


low him, ſo far as he followed Chriſt. But 
the compaſs of this diſcourſe will not ſuffer 
me to enlarge. I can only juſt obſerve ſome 


particular inſtances, from whence it will evi- 


dently appear, that he had ſeen the ſalvation 


of God. He had a clear view of it by tile 
eye of faith, and was able to act faith upon 


it, for his was a faith working by love. 
We love God, days the beloved apoſtle, 
« becauſe: he firſt loved us; becauſe: we 
know: by faith that he firſt red us: ſo that 


our love is the reflex act of his love to us. 
And Mr. Hervey had great experience f 
God's love to him, and therefore his heart 
was full of love to God; and out of the a- 
bundance of his heürt his mouth ſpake. 
There was ſuch a ſweetneſs of hee love - 
upon his tongue, that he uſed to ſpeak 6f - 
the love of the adoreable Redeemer, Ike one 


who had ſeen him face to face in the fulneſs 


of his glory. He would, With all the power 


of language and dignity of ſentiment, ſpeak 
for a long time 1 in praiſe of the ever= 
bleſſed Saviour; but you might plainly ſee, 


though every body elſe was pleaſed, yet he 
Was not ſatisfied with what he had ſaid. He 


thought he had not faid engugh, and what 


he had ſaid fell far below 1! his Lord's merit. 2 
But ſtill he would try again, and indeed was 


never weary. You could not hear him ak. 


wit 


for * time upon this his favourite 1 24] : 


"AS 25 7 
Without being convinced, that he felt what he 
faid ; and if you had any love of God, when 
you went i into his company, his converſation 
would inflame it. He had an excellency, 
which I never ſaw to ſo great a degee i in any 
other perſon. He never let an opportunity 
flip of. ſpeaking of the love of Chriſt: He 
would take occafion from the moſt common 

incident, and yet it would not appear forced : 

for he had a wonderful talent at ſpiritualizing 
and improving whatever happened about 
him. By which means he hindered the con- 
verſation from turning upon trifling matters, 

and at the fame. time kept it up with ſpirit 
and uſefulneſs. Having 150 the Lord ale always 
before him, he ſaw the 1500 of God in every 
thing, and therefore it is not to be wondered 
that all Objects and events ſhould give him 
_  occaſion-to ſpeak of it. In his laſt fickneſs 
7 continued ſtill to be his favourite theme: 
for wheneyer my friend, who was much with 
him, came into the room, he would, begin 
to talk of the love of Chriſt, and of the great 
things which Cbriſt had done for him, until 
his breath failed him; and as ſoon as B had 
recoyered himſelf 5 firtls, he would proceed 
| upon the ſame '[weet ſub) ect: ſo that he 

might have truly led to himſelf the 
we of the prophet — My mouth ſhall 
<0 telling of thy righteouſneſs and of thy 

« ſalvation all * day long: for 1 know, no 


6 end thereof.” Ws on 1 
5 n. 
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This heart-love to God appeared evidently 


in every part of his character. As a miniſter, 


his faith wrought by love to the ſouls of men 


in all the offices of his function. While his 


health permitted him, he watched like a 
faithful ſhepherd over his flock. He uſed 
to viſit them from houſe to houſe, and to 


ſpeak: freely to them of the ſtate of their 
| fk. and when the weakneſs of his body 
obliged him to drop theſe religious viſits, he 


would often grieve, that he could not be 


more uſeful, and would ſpeak with great. 


concern and uneaſineſs of his not being able. 
to preach oftener, and to do more for Chriſt. 


In the pulpit he was. fervent and- earneſt 


with his people, and would often exert him-, 


ſelf beyond his ſtrength : for he preached 


the great doctrines of falyation as one who had 
experienced the power of them. It was ma- 
nifeſt to all who heard him, that he felt what 


he ſpake. And when we ſpeak what we 
know, and teſtify what we have ſeen, then 
God bleſſes this experimental preaching, He 


puts a divine power and energy into it, and 
renders it effectual to awaken finners, to. 
comfort them that mourn for ſin, and to 
edify and build up the faithful, Mr. Hervey 
had many happy proofs of the uſefulneſs of 
his preaching for each of theſe purpoſes ;_ 


and therefore he did not think it enough to, 
preach once a week on the Lord's-day, but, 
he ſet up a weekly lecture at Weſton, Favell,, 
Which was very well attended, and was if 


leſt 
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to many of his neighbours, who will be his 
glory and crown of rejoicing in the preſence 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming. 


He did not forget that he was a miniſter | 
in his own houſe; for he called his famil 


together twice a day to. ſerve God, It was 


. his cuſtom in the evening, after the ſervants 


had fead the Pſalms and the ſecond leſſon; to 


explain ſome part of what had been read.. 


In this exerciſe he would ſometimes dwell for 


half an hour ; arid when he met with a ſweet 
_ paſſage upon the love of Chriſt, I have heard 
im ſpeak for three quarters of an hour, and 
then he concluded with prayer. 


4 


together, he uſed to aſk the ſervants—< Well! 
e where was our text laſt night?” And after 
they had repeated it, he made them give an 


account of what had been ſaid upon it, and 


then B would repeat and inforce his laſt 


night's diſcourſe, concluding with prayer, 


In the afternoon when he was called down 
to tea, he uſed to bring his Hebrew Bible, or 

Greek Teſtament with him, and wauld either 
_ fpeak upon one yerſe or upon ſeveral verſes, 
as occaſion offered. This was generally an 
improving ſeaſon. The glory of God is very 

ſeldom promoted at the tea-table; but it was 


at Mr. Hervey's, Drinking tea with him was 
e f Dai like 
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like being at an ordinance: for it was fanc- 
tified by the the word. of: God and prayer. 
As a member of Getey, his Faith ed: 
abundantly by love to his neighbour: for he 
was full of good works. | His charities tc the 
poor were very large; and that he ; migh t be 
| liberal to them, he was very frugal in His own 
expences. He choſe rather to cloath the 
poor, than. to give them money. He uſed to 
get ſome judicious perſon to buy linen, coarſe 
cloth, ſtockings, ſhoes, &c. for them at the 
beſt hand, alledging that the poor could- not . 
buy ſo good a commodity at the little ſhops, 
and with driblets of money. © I am God's 
e ſteward, ſays he, for his poor, and I muſt 
s huſband the little pittance I have to beſtow 


= 


> 25 upon. them, and make it go as far as poſe 


* ſible.” But where, money would he par- 
ticularly ſerviceable to a family long; Fon 
with fickneſs, or to a prudent 1 
who had met with great loſſes in trade, 
would give; five, ten, or fifteen | guineas, at f 
time, taking care it ſhould not be known from 
whence. the one d r 
F | gave away a and e 78 000 d 
books, With ſuitable inſtructions for their my 
and ch cially Bibles.” In the blank: leaf he 
frequ nently- wrote ſomething ſtriking, . r elle 55 
ſtuc in a printed Paper, relating to the pro- 
miles of, God i in ang. throu gh Jeſus . 


a Ar. 
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Mr. Hervey's income was but mall, and 
it may be wondered how he managed it ſo 
well as to have ſuch ſums to ſpare for cha- 
ritable uſes. He could not have done it en- 

tirely out of his church-preferment, and he 

had no fortune of his own; but what money 
was left after the family expences were paid, 
and all the profits ariling from the ſale of 
his books, which was a very conſiderable 
| 95 he gave away in charity. He made 
fit a bank for the poor. And this, ſays 

| e, 1 have devoted to God. I will on no 
@ account apply it to any worldly uſes, I 

ec vyrite not for profit or for fame, but to 
+ ſerve the cauſe of God, and as he has 

* bleſt my attempt, I think myſelf bound 
ec to relieve the diſtreſſes of my fellow Crea- 
“ tures with the -profit that comes from this 

te quarter.” And he is ſtill relieving them. 
= He was not willing that his KK ſhould 
die with him: for he ordered all the profit 
arifing from the future ſale of his books, to 
be conſtantly applied to charitable uſes. Thus 1 
having believed in God he, was careful to 
maintain good works, knowing that theſe 
e are a! and profitable unto men. n 


| In bis private life he was under the influs 
ence of the ſame fa th. workin by love to 
the will and S of God. His 

holy walking was very exemplaty. What 
: he aid, in words CT his int=reſt 1 0 
the 


RN» 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, he proved by 
his actions: for he was very ſenſible of the 
importance of this ſcripture, He that faith 
he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo fo to 
« walk, even as he walked.” (1 John ii. 6.) 
Mr. Hervey walked very cloſe after Chriſt, 
.and found that the belief of Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs being imputed to him for his juſtifi. 
cation, was ſo far from being a licentious 
dcctrine, that it inſpired him with the no- 
bleſt motives to a grateful obedience. His. 


| Holy life was an excellent recommendation 


of his principles; for I never ſaw one who 
came up fo near to the ſcripture character of 
a chriſtian, God had enriched him with 
great gifts, and with great graces, and had 
made him humble: for he was humbled by 
the power of grace. He had been a very 
vain proud young man, but the grace of 
God emptied him of pride and ſelf, and 
cloathed him with humility. Having put 
or Chriſt he had put on with him the or- 
nament of a meek and quiet ſpirit; which 
appeared in his great patience and reſigna- 
tion to the will of God. He had ſome very 
ſharp trials of his faith and patience, att 
from God and from men, and he learned 
obedience by the things which he ſuffered. 
It was very remarkable that in his long ill. 
neſs he was never* Rnown to fret or be 
Uneaſy, nor did the perſons about him 55 7 
4 Srl . n 1 ear 
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hear. one angry, or one aſt word come 
out of his mouth, 


2 The a eie of faith working * 
love, was manifeſt in his ſtudies, which he 


directed to the glory of God. He was once 
a great reader of the Greek and Roman au- 
thors, and his' writings ſhew that he . had 
good taſte for claſſical learning ; but for 
ſome years paſt he chiefly applied himſelf to 
the red ſcriptures. God had bleſt him 
with a fine underſtanding, and a great me- 
mory, Which he exerciſed in reading the 
E 4 in the original languages. He was 
y well ſkilled in the. Fi 


who, like unto a man that is an houſcholder, 
bringeth forth out of his treaſure things new 
and old. He had a great veneration for this 


treaſure of the Old and New Teftamei | 


He uſed to talk of them in the higheſt 
terms, next to that adoreable Perſon of whom. 
they treat. They were ſweeter to him than 
honey and the honeycomb, and fo they will 
be to every one who reads them, as Re did, 
with faith. Whoever can act faith upon the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes con- 
tained in the ſacred volume, will find ſo 
much ſweetneſs in it, that he will have but 
little reliſh left for other books. 


5 
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ebrew, and was 
| * ws lent critic in the Greek, and was a 
ſcribe inſtructed unto the kingdom of heaven, 
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As to his Veg" WT 1 leaye them to Fre 
for themſelves. * They ſtand in no need of 
my praiſes. They are in the hands of the 
4 public _ every reader will form his own 

Oh that the ſpirit of the living ST 
7 an 26 direct it, that whoeyer reads his 
writings may learn to have no confidence in 
the fleſh, but to make mention of Jehovah' 8 


rightcouſneſs, even of his only. 


The time 3 fail me, K 1 Was 10 en- 
large upon all the particulars of his life and 
death. That was not my deſign. I only 
intended briefly to relate ſome things, from 
whence a tolerable judgment might be form- 
ed of Mr. Hervey's character. But I cannot 
finiſh without taking notice of the laſt ſcene 
of his life, which was very triumphant and. 
glorious. The laſt and great trial of his 
faith was more precious than that of gold 


which periſheth. Its preciouſneſs never + 
peared more, than in the hour of death: for 
then 
„ Mr. ©" 8 printed Works, are f 
* Meditations, in 2 vols. which have met Auth fa- 
vourable reception, * already paſt through Cap 20 


Editions. 
Theron and Alba 1 in 3 vol, which have had! 


reat 
6 fo WW on Ford an gens 8 Lotto, 


A Viſitatien Sermon. 1 


Three Faſt Sermons, and 3 | 
Some litile Trafs, which I hope will be collected - 


when his Letters are publiſhed, 
11 here is alſo a Manuſcript ready for the in 


Defence of Theron and Aſpaſio. 


4 


1 
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** he evidently; ſaw by faith, and appre- 
85 hended the ſalvation of God, and could re- 
joice in a clear view of his own intereſt in 
it: When Dr. Stonhouſe ſaw him for the 
laſt time, namely, on Chriftmas-Day, about 
two hours before he expired, Mr. Hervey 
preſſed home upon him his everlaſting con- 
Cerns, in the moſt affectionate manner, tell- 
ing. him, that here. is no abiding, place, and 


begging of him tg attend, amidſt the mul- 


tiplicity of ** Fuse to. the. one 5. thing 
| needful, L375 1 ka CO TRITR BYTE. GELS 


The Dottor, ſeeing . great dickcolty 8 
pain with which he f poke (for lis Was 


almoſt ſuffocated with phlagm and frequent 
vomitin ) and finding by his! pulſe that the 
s of death were then coming on, deſired 


FF 
„he, Doctor, no. Vou tell me I have but 
2 few moments to live, Oh let me ſpend 


« them, i in, adoring . our great Redeemer. 


A 


* 
2 


. 


yet God is the, ſtrength of my heart, and 
„ my portion for ever. He then expa- 


tiateq in the moſt, ſtriking manner upon 


theſe words of St; Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
«© All. things are yours, life and death: for 
ne, ye are Chriſts. Here, ſays he, is the 
ec treaſure of a chriſtian... Dagth is reckoned 
« ee this inventory — and a noble 


© treaſure. it is. How thankful am 1 for 
40 | E * ee death, 


Though my fleſh and my heart fail me, 


final leave of him, Mr. Hervey expreſſed 


ty 


« death, as it is the paſſage through which 
« 'I paſs to the Lord giver K eternal 
* life, and as it frees me from all this mi- 
i ſery you now ſee me endute, and which 


Wa willing to endure, as Tong as God 


thinks fit: for I know he will by and by, 
„in his own | ood time, diſmiſs me from 
the body. heſe light afflictions are but 
te for a moment, and then comes an eternal 
« weight of glory. Oh welcome, welcome 
ze death — Thou mayeſt well be reckoned 
among the treaſures of the chriſtian To 
5 live! is Chriſt, "wn to die 1 is Sein. 


Aſter which, as the Dottor Was king his 


great 
atitude fot his vifits, though it had been 


long out of the power of medicine to cure 


him -— He then pauſed a little, and with 
great ſerenity and ſweetneſs in his counte- | 
nance, though the pangs of death were then 


on bim, ; repeated theſe triumphant words— 


cc Lord now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart 


in peace, according to thy moft boly and 
= comfortable word: for mine eyes have ſeen 
ce thy precious falvation. Here, Doctor, is my 


* cordiat. What are all cordials to the dying, 1 


dis compared to the falvation of Chrilt ? This, 
this ſuppoſt 


s me.” He found this ſup- 
ting him in his laft moments, and de- 


7 18 it by 3 twioe or thrice, Precious 


ER _— 


[ 35 ] 


ſalvation, and then leaning his head againſt 

the fide of the eaſy ES in which he fat; 
he ſhut his e — fell aſleep. Oh precious 
falvation ! 1 precious muſt it be to the 

dying man, who, intereſted in it, can thank 
God for death, and reckon it among his 
riches ; ; who, ſupported by faith in as fal- 
vation of God, can account it his gain to die; 
and can gladly ſay, Oh welcome, welcome 


death! May this faith ſupport you, my bre- | 


_ thren, when all. other fupports fail and 
make ſalvation as precious to you as it was 


te Mr. Hervey , And of this you may be 


- are. that . the Lord did for him he 


is able alſo to do for yay. He was indeed 
3 glorious inſtange of the power of grace: 
fer by the grace of God he was what he 
was. And grace is free. As free for you 


as it was for him. Able alſo to make you 
lire and die as much to the glory of God 


ds che did. He was truly a burning and a 
ſhining light; but the Lord's hand is not 
| ſhortened. It can make your light ſhine alſo 
before men, and enable you to adorn the 
doctrine of God your Saviour, as much as 
Mr. Hervey did. And the great | uſe to be 


made of his example is, to ſtir you up to 


' glarify God for the gifts and graces beſtowed 
upon him, and to defire the ſame may be 
beſtowed upon you. With this View: 1 tal 5 


OR” Ot, , a 


8 Bah 


[ 56 . 

Hirt, To thoſe per ons who hab never. 
ſcen the ſalvation of God, and conſequently | 
are not prepared to depart in peace: and 
theſe are all careleſs ſinners, who live ſecure 
in the wilful commiſſion of fin. ” Mr. Hervey 
knew, that whenever the Lord ſhould call 
him out of this life he thould be found in 

Chriſt, not having His own righteouſheſs 
which is of the law, but that which is 
through tlie faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith; and cloathed in 
this righteouſneſs, he was Certain that he 
ſnould appear at the bar of juſtice without 
ſpot of ſin unto eternal Klee den But this 
is not your experience. Nay, you have 
never been awakened to deſire it. Vou have 
never been humbled under a ſenſe of your 
loſt condition, nor broken down under 4 
conviction of your helpleſſneſs: ſo that yu 
have never ſeen your want of a Saviour, and 
conſequently] have never ſeen the falvation 


of our God. If you entertain any hopes _ 


departing in peace, while you are in this 
ſtate, you are of all men the moſt deceived: 

for when death comes, it will find vo in 
your fins, unpardoned, without any faith in 
the Redeemer's righteouſneſs to make death 
deſireable, but with every thing that can 

make it terrible. The holy juſt and good 

hw of the moſt high God'will accuſe, con- 
ſcience will plead guilty, juſtice will con- 
demn and * and the wrath of "i 
0 . 


e wicked. 


[97] 


wilt abide upon you for ever 400 ever. How 
is it poſſible you ſhould depart in peace, un- 
leſs you die inſenſible? and that would be 
dreadful indeed. If fin ſhould fo far infatu- 
ate you, that you never awake out of its 
deluſive ſlumbers, until you are called to re- 
ceive the wages of ſin, Oh think what ſort 
of a peace you ſpeak to yourſelves ? ſince it 
Jeaves you in the greateſt danger, and at the 
ſame time inſenſible of it. To depart i in ſuch 
a falſe peace would be your everlaſting de- 
ſtruction. Oh Sirs, conſider then what a 
deluſion you are under? The wrath of an 
offended God abideth on you, the curſes of 
his broken law hang over your guilty. heads, 
and you are liable to the vengeance of his al- 
mighty juſtice, and yet you think yourſelves 
To are” ſaying, Peace, peace, while 
all the powers in heaven and earth are at 
war with you, and in a moment you may 
be cut off and delivered over to the tormen- 
tors: and then you will have a ſad, and e- 
ternal experience of that awful threatening, 
* There 1 is no e faith my God, to _ 


. 
{ * 


Men _ > Hikes wh do you fay to 
theſe things? Are they true, or are they not? 
If they be true, why are you not influenced 

by them? And if you think them not 

true, why do you make apy profeſſion of 

b e a W do Lon come = 

E 


40 
the houſe of God to attend. ; 500 his erdi- 
nances? Your. appearance. here ranks you 
among pr prafeſſors, and if you keep up the 
form without the power of godlinets, I hays 
for you in the. ſecond Place 2.word of re proof. 


There haye ariſen in the latter days 3 
who pretend to ridicule the ſeeing of the ſal- 
vation of God, and the. 18 PRE pre 
pare ta depart i in peace. bly * ma 
ſome ſuch amongſt us to day, who laug 
at all yital and experimental religjon. It — 
N. I would aſk them, whether the ſcripture 
Nas not romiſed deliverance. from the fear of 
death? Is it not written (Heb. ii. 1 5.) © that 
« Chriſt came to deliver them who through 
80 * fear of death were all their life-time. ſub- 
ie 1 N Obſerve, they were in 
Le to the fear of death, but Chriſt came 
to deliver them. And did not he attain. the 
end for which he came? Moſt certainly he 
did. have finiſhed, ſays he to his father, 
« the work which thou 440 5 me to do.“ 
Now it was part of the work to deliver his 
people from the fear of death; and as the 
work was finiſhed, conſequently they are de- 
livered. And they ſay they are. They at- 
teſt it, and they have giyen the maſt con, 
vincing proofs of their having conquered all 
fear of 4 they have been afflicted, tor» 


mented, ſtoned, 7 aſunder, put on the 
8 Ke ng Met they would not accept deliver- 
ance, 


22 


tw) 


ane, becauſe 1 were ſure of obtaining a 
berter reſurrection. And of theſe there have 
net been two or three only, but a noble arid 


numerous army, yea a great multitude whom 
m man could Hindu; and glory be to God 
it is an increaſing multitade. There are ſome 
who daily depart in peace, and there are hun- 
dreds, thouſands now alive, who are waiting 
for their departure with hopes full of im- 
—— and why ſhould you think they 
wil be diſh ppointed of their hope? will 
Chriſt break Fs \ word? Can his promiſe fail? 
No. His word and his protfiiſe ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed, when heaven and earth ſhall be 
no more; and until the place of them ſhall 
Not be found, the Lord will always have ſuch 
Witneſſes of the truth of the doCtrine in my 
text, as Mr. Hervey, who will _ this 
| lle in the wigmph of faith, | 


. 


A Againſt thefe plain facts, aha can you 
object? They are founded upon the clear 
promiſes of ſcripture, which are literally ful- 
| filled at this very day; and you can have no 
pretence to reject their authority, unleſs you 
run into downright ſcepticiſm, and deny the 
authority of the holy ſcriptures. If any of 
you have arrived at this pitch of 1 L - 
| ſhall not reaſon with you at preſent. Let 
the day decide the point. If death does 
not, judgment will. You will be forced to 
be * by that book which * reject, and 


by 


[4] 
by that judge whom you have inſulted ane 
vilißed. Oh that you may be convinced of 
your error before it be too late. May God 
open your eyes to ſee your guilt and your 
danger, that you may ſue for his mercy along : 
with them, who are ſeeking the. experience 
of the doctrine in my text, to whom I have 
IF the bird Place a Word of comfort, 122 
1 enen there are many Ferne * 

who find the ſting of death in their [guilty 


conſciences, and who therefore deſite to 1 


delivered from the fear and from the power 
of death. My brethren, there is a glorious 
deliverer, who has in his o- wn erſon con- 
quered death and him that had the power f 
death, and he is able to make you conquerors. 
His power is almighty : for he is the Lord 
God omnipotent. And he is an all- loving 
Saviour, who is more ready to give, than you 
, are to aſk, his promiſed help. Since he has 
ſhewyn you your want of it, aſk and you l 

| "MP ſeek and 18 {hall find. e 
Fou do ek you 4% . it is 0 
5 doubts and fears. Of what do you 
doubt? Of Chriſt's power, or of Chriſt's love? 
He can deliver you. All things are poſſible 
to him, becauſe all power in heaven and 
earth is in his hands. And he is a God of 

love; he has ſhewed mercy to the greateſt 


of 9 and has, ſhed. Rise abroad in 
.th eir 


„ al _ 


their hearts. He has given them faith to ſee 


their intereſt in him, and then they were 
happy living or dying: for whether they 


lived, they lived unto the Lord; or whether 
they died, they died unto the Lord: ſo that 
living and dying they were the Lord's, 


- 2 


True, ſay you, I believe this was the 
happy caſe of Mr. Hervey, and of many 
others, but I am full of doubts and fears, 


becauſe I am ſuch an unworthy ctWGture, 
that I do not deſerve any mercy. Nor did 


they. God did not treat them upon the 
footing of deſert ; what he gave them was 
mere bounty, flowing from the riches of his 
unmerited love. That is the way in which 


he beſtows his great ſalvation. All the bleſ- 
ſings of it are free, as free for one ſinner as 
for another. None are excluded, becauſe 


they are great ſinners: Paul found mercy, 


And none are rejected, becauſe of their un- 
worthineſs: Mary Magdalen was pardoned ; 


and why may not you? For all the gifts of 


God flow from his free grace, and are be- 
ſtowed upon unworthy ſinners; and if you 


are one of them, you are a proper object to 


receive the bleſſings of free grace, and the 


ſenſe of your unworthineſs ſhould make you 


more earneſt in aſking, but it is no bar to 


pour receiving, all the bleſſings of ſalvation : 
for Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us in his word, © that 


* hecame to ſeek and to fave that which was 
F joſt, ſuch loſt ſinners as you are. 


F Thus 


[421] 


Thus you ſee what encouragement you 
have to believe in God. You have his word 
and his promiſe to rely upon: you have the 
teſtimony of God's people, declaring that 
they were once, as you are, afraid of death, 

| ys now Chriſt has taken away the fear of 
They have ſeen the ſalvation of God, and 
ro th by faith, that all the bleſſings of it are 
freely given them! in Chriſt Jeſus: therefore 
they ade ready, they deſire to depart. May 
the tender mercies of our God bring every 
one of you into this happy ſtate; and to 
thoſe who are already: in it, 1 make my | 
Foce . at 7 oeeracbts. 


My chriſtian friends: 1 tot your 
hove ſeen the ſalvation of God, and are de- 
| livered from the fear of death; what return 
will you make unto the Lord for all the be- 
nefits, which he hath d6ne unto you? Cer- 
tainly you will not forget the great things, 
which he has already given you, and the 
reater things, for which you are waiting; 
and let theſe conſiderations conſtrain you to 
love this divine benefactor, and to ſerve him 
without fear in an holy obedience all the 
days of your life. Give evidence of the ſin- 
cerity of your love, as your Lord requires, * If 
ye loye me, keep my commandments'— 
Keep near to me in my ways, and walk cloſe 
with me in mine ordinances, and you will 


not * thereby give ond of Wart love | 
| but 


* W 


1 43.} 


but it will alſo grow exceedingly ; and as it 
grows, your deſire to depart will grow with 
it: for when the love of Chriſt rules in the 


heart, you will be ready, yea you will de- 
fire to depart and to be with him. This 


was the happy experience of our. deceaſed 


brother; and let his example ſtir you L to 


great care and watchfulneſs in your holy 
walking heaven wards, that your faith may 
be always working by love, as his did. 
Conſider the graces of his life, and ſeek the 
ſame. Stop not ſhort, but try to get beyond 


him. Conſider his death. Remember with 
what perfect aſſurance he ſpake of his inte- 


reſt in Chriſt, and what ſtrong proofs he 
gave of it, and then pray that your faith may 
ſtand as unſhaken as his was in that great 
time of trial. And above all, forget not 


what ſupported him in his laſt moments; it 
was the clear view he had of his intereſt in 


the great ſalvation of God: This, this, 
te ſays he, ſupports me”— now at the ap- 
proach of death. Oh how precious did ſal- 


vation then appear to him, when he found 


death coming diſarmed and without a ſting; 


and it grew ſtill more precious, when with 


his laſt breath he declared, that death had 


no power to hurt the peace of God, which 


ruled in his heart; for even then he found 


ſalvation precious. You need not fear, my 


brethren, but this will be your happy expe- 
rience. God has given you the knowledge 


of 


5 
4 5 
{i 
8 
by 


God. 
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of fulration by the remiſſion of 


you? fins; 


and as your faith grows exceedingly, ſalvation 
will grow exceedingly precious. The greater 


experience you hereby get of the love of 


Chriſt, the more will you be ſupported un- 


der the trials of life, and the better prepared 


for the trials of death. You will find: that 
the ſweet ſenſe of Chriſt's love in the heatt 
will enable you to rejoice in fuffering, and 
then you need not fear but it will enable you 


to rejoice in the ſufferings of death; for who, 
or what ſhall ſeparate believers from the love | 
of Chriſt? Shall the troubles of life, or the 

pains of death ? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 


or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or 
peril or fword? No. In all theſe things 


we are more than 5 through him 


that loved us. More than c rs | 11 Oh 


glorious warfare, in Which ievers not 


only conquer their enemies, bis alſo reap 


innumerable and endleſs bleflings to them- 
ſelves. Even death is to them a real bleſ- 
ſing; they expect it, they find it ſo, and 
they are more than conquerors over it 5 8 


Has that loved them. 


In the laſt place 1 muſt ut you wall: in re⸗ 
eden et, bi neither po words of my 
text, nor what has been ſaid upon them, 
will be Hany benefit without a blefling from 


We be ſee his ſalvation with the 


eye of fairh, nor W the power of it, 
eb with- 


„ 
without the help of his grace. It is from 
him who has done all for us, that all muſt 
be done in us; and if ſome good impreſſions 
have been made this day upon any of your 
hearts, they will ſoon wear away, unleſs he 
preſerve and ſtrengthen them. If you de- 
fire at preſent to live Mr. He#vey's life, and 
to die his death, this defire will be ineffectual, 
_ unleſs it be carried into act by the mighty 
working of God's Spirit. He is all in all: 
for which reaſon we always begin and al- 
Ways end the hearing of the word with 
prayer, being aſſured that if Paul ſhould 
plant, and Apoilos ſhould water, yet it would 
be to no purpoſe, unleſs God ſhould give the 
Increaſe, Oh that it may be abundant this 
day to his glory, and to the good of your 
fouls. To that end let us pray — 8 


O almighty and moſt merciful God, we 
humbly beſeech thee to look down with 
mercy upon this congregation, and to bleſs 
the words which we have heard this day witk 
our outward ears. Make them the means 
of opening the blind eyes, which have never 
ſeen their want of thy falvation. Lord en- 
lighten them, and help them to ſeek, until 
they find pardon and peace in thee. Be 
gracious to thoſe who are now waitipg upon 
_ thee, believing that after they havMeen thy 

falvation they ſhall be able to depart in peace. 
O Lord God, manifeſt it unto them, and _ 
VF S 


1 — 
bs 


3 

this day to the number of thoſe, who have 1 
ſeen and experienced it. We deſire to glorify 5 
thee for every living chriſtian, who knows 
in whom he has believed, and is ready and 

pared to depart in peace: We give all 
cod peatys to the e of thy Te am - |: 
And we alſo bleſs thy holy name for all thy 
ſervants. departed this life in thy faith and 
love, beſecching thee to give us grace ſo to 
follow their good examples, as they followed 
Chriſt, that with them we may be partakers " I 
of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O 13 
Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only 
| mediator and advocate, to whom with thee, 
4 and the Holy Spirit, three co-equal perſons : 
b-:| in one Jehovah, be honour and glory, and |} 
bleſſing and praiſe, for eyer and ever. a 
_—_—. Ä Th 
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